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CONFIDENTIAL DAMASCUS 393 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, SY, XF 

SUBJECT: SYRIAN MEDIA ALTERS TIME MAGAZINE INTERVIEW WITH ASAD 

REF: DAMASCUS 329 

1 . A COMPARISON OF TEXT OF TIME INTERVIEW OBTAINED FROM 
WYNN WITH DAMASCUS RADIO VERSION SHOWS SEVERAL SUBSTANTIVE 
ALTERNATIONS FOR LOCAL CONSUMPTION FOR TEXT AGREED UPON 
BETWEEN WYNN AND PRESIDENT'S INTERPRETER. TO WYNN'S 
QUESTION ABOUT PROJECTED LINK BETWEEN INDEPENDENT PALESTINIAN 
STATE AND JORDAN, SYRIANS ADDED: "THERE WAS EVEN TALK ABOUT 
A LINK WITH SYRIA AS WELL." ASAD'S RESPONSE IN TURN WAS 
"AS FAR AS SYRIA IS CONCERNED, WE HAVE ACTUALLY NEVER THOUGHT 
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OF ESTABLISHING ANY LEGAL OR CONSTITUTIONAL LINK BETWEEN 
SYRIA AND A PALESTINIAN STATE, AND WE HAVE NOT DISCUSSED 
THIS SUBJECT WITH ANYONE." (COMMENT: THIS ADDITION IS 
NOT A NEW DEPARTURE; IT REITERATES STATEMENT ASAD MADE 
IN EARLY DECEMBER TO JOSEPH KRAFT. IT EMPHASIZES SARG 
INTENTION TO DOWNPLAY ANY SPECULATION THAT JORDANIAN- 
PALESTINIAN LINK IS PART OF SYRIAN BLUEPRINT TO DOMINATE 
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ITS NEIGHBORS.) 

2. WYNN'S QUERY ABOUT SIGNING OF DOCUMENT WAS BROKEN 
DOWN INTO TWO QUESTIONS WITH SECOND PART ADDED BY SYRIANS: 

"CAN SUCH A DOCUMENT BE CONSIDERED A DOCUMENT UNDER AUSPICES 
OF UN, AND NOT A BILATERAL PEACE TREATY BUT RATHER A DOCU- 
MENT SIGNED BY EACH SIDE COMMITTING ITSELF TO END STATE OF 
WAR?" ASAD, ACCORDING TO SYRIAN VERSION, ADDED IN HIS RESPONSE 
THAT PEACE EFFORTS WOULD TAKE PLACE "UNDER CHAIRMANSHIP OF 
TWO SUPERPOWERS." (COMMENT: ALTERNATION OF QUESTION 
EMPHASIZES SARG DETERMINATION TO FRAME ULTIMATE DOCUMENT 
WITHIN MULITLATERAL RATHER THAN BILATERAL CONTEXT. 

3. RE CONVENING OF GENEVA MEPC, WHEREAS WYNN ASKED STRAIGHT- 
FORWARD QUESTION WHETHER GENEVA COULD BE CONVENED AS EARLY 
AS MARCH, QUESTION WAS MODIFIED TO READ: "IN VIEW OF FACT 
THAT INAUGURATION OF NEW U.S. PRESIDENT WILL TAKE PLACE 

THIS MONTH AND ELECTIONS IN ISRAEL WILL NOT TAKE PLACE BEFORE 

MAY, AND ARABS HAVE CALLED FOR RECONVENING OF GENEVA CONFERENCE 

IN MARCH, DO YOU THINK IT IS REALISTIC TO EXPECT CONFERENCE 

TO BE CONVENED AT EARLY DATE OF MARCH, AND DO YOU 

INSIST ON THIS DATE," MEDIA INCLUDED ASAD S RESPONSE 

CARRIED BY TIME THAT ISRAELI OBSTINANCY MAY PREVENT 

GENEVA CONVOCATION, BUT DELETED REFERENCE TO POSSIBILITY 

THAT U.S. ADMINISTRATION MAY UNDERTAKE ENERGETIC PEACE 

INITIATIVE. (COMMENT: THIS ALTERNATION SIGNALS LIKELY 

ARAB FALLBACK POSITION IF MARCH DEADLINE NOT MET.) 

4. SYRIAN MEDIA, AS TIME NEW YORK OFFICE, DELETED Q AND 
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A ABOUT PLO PARTICIPATION AT GENEVA FROM BEGINNING 
(REFTEL PARA 3). 

5. AFTER FURTHER ANALYSIS OF TEXT, WE CONCLUDE THAT ASAD'S 
RESPONSE TO QUESTION ABOUT WHAT HE WOULD DO IF PLO CHOSE 
NOT TO ATTEND GENEVA IS MORE AMBIGUOUS THAN IT ORIGINALLY 
APPEARED. HIS STATEMENT THAT, "IF PLO REFRAINS 

FROM PARTICIPATING IN GENEVA CONFERENCE THIS WOULD NOT 
PARALYZE MOVEMENT OF ARAB COUNTRIES CONCERNED," DOES NOT 
NECESSARILY MEAN THAT ARAB STATES WOULD PROCEED GENEVA 
WITHOUT PLO. NONETHELESS, PRESIDENT'S ANSWER STILL REPRESENTS 
ELEMENT OF PRESSURE ON PALESTINIANS TO JOIN IN SYRO-EGYPTIAN 
EFFORTS TO RENEW PEACE PROCESS. 

6. OTHERWISE, SYRIAN MEDIA HAVE PUBLISHED ALL KEY POINTS 
OF INTERVIEW. TEXT ITSELF BROADCAST NUMEROUS TIMES ON 
RADIO. PRESS HAS USED SUCH HEADLINES AS: "PRES. ASAD 
SPELLS OUT CONDITIONS FOR JUST PEACE - ISRAEL'S WITHDRAWAL, 

REIGHTS OF PALESTINIANS AND ENDING STATE OF WAR. 'WE 
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SUPPORT ARABS' GOING TO GENEVA AS UNIFIED DELEGATION. 

GENEVA CONFERENCE MAY NOT BE CONVENED DUE TO ISRAEL S 
INTRASIGENCE. AMERICA'S ROLE IS INCONSISTENT WITH ITS 
RESPONSIBILITIES AS GREAT POWER."' 

MURPHY 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: TERRITORIAL UNIFICATION, PALESTINIANS, PRESS CONFERENCES 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 19-Jan-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977DAMASC00393 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770020-0130 
Format: TEL 
From: DAMASCUS 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t1 97701 38/aaaabhes. tel 

Line Count: 121 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: 85f2a2d4-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION NEA 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 77 DAMASCUS 329 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 1 1 -Mar-2005 1 2:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3562270 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: SYRIAN MEDIA ALTERS TIME MAGAZINE INTERVIEW WITH ASAD 
TAGS: PFOR, SY, XF, US, TIME MAGAZINE, (ASAD, HAFIZ AL) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/85f2a2d4-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



